1] Keep Your Hand to the Plow

Luke 9:57-62: As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 
2] Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”
Jesus was speaking to the calling and commission of every believer. 
· To go into all the world.
· But then the distractions of life can interfere.

4] In Love With the World
2 Timothy 4:10: For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.
Falling in love with the world usually doesn’t happen overnight. 
· Little things capture our attention. Seed planted on unfit soil.
THE LORD will always be the last one standing in your life.

5] 1 John 2:15: Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
· Only ONE deserves our devotion.
· This doesn’t happen out of will-power, but by transformation.

6] We need a transformation. More than just knowledge, and more than just experience.
· Heart, Mind, Body, Soul
7] Romans 12:2: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
· He reached out for you. The transforming grace of God.
· Where would I be w/o the Lord?

There should be a difference in our lives.
8] God is Worth the Pursuit
1 Timothy 6:17: As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.
· Temporary hope produces pride. It’s not even about having a distaste for riches, but for the pride that it can so easily produce.
· What happens when someone admires their own work? They lose a hunger for moving forward.

There cannot be glory for man and God. All glory belongs to Him.
When we keep our hand to the plow…and He gets the glory…we reap a harvest.
· Acts 14:17: Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.”
· Give us the rain from heaven, that brings about a Heavenly blessing.
· Acts 3:19: Times of Refreshing.
· 9] Ezekiel 34:27: And they shall know that I am the Lord, when I break the bars of their yoke, and deliver them from the hand of those who enslaved them.
· No other pursuit will yield victory and freedom, like keeping our eyes on the Lord, and our hand on His Word.
