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1] What Did You Expect?: 3 Things God is That We Are Not

What did you expect in 2025?
Cause and Effect – We learn from an early age that for every effect there is a cause.
· Expectation > Actions.  Actions > Outcomes.
· FORTUNATELY, there is a much greater catalyst.

Expectations should not be set upon your own determination, but upon the very nature of God.
· If we plan to rely on Him, we must know of His nature.

2] 3 Things God is That We Are Not
3] #1 – God is Infinite
4] Colossians 1:17: And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
· Not only has God created all things but He sustains all things. He is the center of all.
Psalms 147:5: Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure.
5] Isaiah 40:28: Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
· His knowledge is without limit. He cannot be compared. 
· Jehovah – 6800 times. He is self-existing.
Active faith in an infinite God requires us to forfeit our limits, and take on the limitless potential of what God can do in any situation.

6] #2 – God is Immutable (He Does Not Change)
7] Malachi 3:6: For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.
· At the core of God’s relationship with His people is the Covenant.

8] 1 Samuel 15
· Saul is disobeys God’s command to completely destroy the Amalekites
· 1 Sam. 15:10: “I regret that I have made Saul king.”
· Samuel exposes Saul’s disobedience. “God has rejected you as king.”
· 9] 1 Samuel 15:29: And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret.” 
· Saul repents. v. 35: And the Lord regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel.

10] Matt. Henry: Repentance in God is not a change of mind, as it is in us, but a change of method. 
Faithlife Study: The point is that God does not change His mind the way people change their mind. God’s decision to take the kingship away from Saul is an example of His faithfulness to do what He has promised (Deuteronomy 28). 
Saul repeatedly disobeyed God’s instructions regarding kingship. Consequently, God must remove him from the kingship. The product of freewill in conjunction with Sovereign God.

God will always act in fulfillment of the Covenant. Sin breaks Covenant. God always opposes sin.
· He always has been Holy, Perfect, Righteous, and that will not change.

11] #3 – God is Holy
12]Revelation 4:8: “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”
HOLY – set apart, separate, sacred…it encapsulates all of His nature. 
He always will be holy, and He wants His creation to be in fellowship with Him, in His holiness.
13] Matthew 5:48: You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
· Only through Christ, the work finished on the cross, are we blameless.

If God is Infinite, Unchanging, and Holy…
This creates a clear line in the sand.  If I’m constantly changing my view of sin, I’m not serving God.
14] If the church is going to change the world, we can’t change INTO the world. 

15] Numbers 23:19: God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?

A great misconception: God is merciful and understanding of sin. He is not merciful to sin, but to the sinner.

But there is mercy and grace available to all who call upon the name of the Lord.
Faith in an unchanging God means that we do not get to move the goalposts of sin.

16] Knowing the nature of God must change our expectations from ordinary to extraordinary. From natural to supernatural. From “of this world” to Kingdom-minded.
