We over Me

Discussion Questions Week 1

1. Can you understand Whitney’s frustration with the church?  Explain.
2. How can frustration with the church affect your personal, spiritual life?
3. How can one person’s frustration with the church impact the effectiveness of that church as a whole?
4. Briefly share your history with the church.  (For example:  When did you start going to church?  Detail a few of your good and bad church experiences.  How are you currently involved?)
5. What do you think is the current culture’s view of the church?  Why do they have that view?
6. Describe your church in one word or phrase, and be prepared to tell why you chose that word or phrase.
7. What do you think the title “We over Me” means?
8. Are you ever guilty of choosing “Me over We” when it comes to church?  Explain.
9. What is your hope for the church in general?  Your hope for your church specifically?

Homework for this week (if you don’t have a workbook):

1.  Use a Bible concordance or do a Google search on scriptures about Bride, Bridegroom, husband, wife, as it relates to God (Isaiah 54:5, Isaiah 62:4, Hos 2:19, Rev. 19:7, 
2 Corinthians 11:2).  How does God feel about his bride?

2.  As Christians, we are not only the Bride of Christ; but we are also bridesmaids who serve the bride.  What are ways that the bridesmaids take care of the bride?  Read John 17:1-26.  What makes the bride look beautiful to God?  How can we help her “shine”?

3. On a scale of 1-10, how committed are you to your local church?  Why do you attend church?  What keeps you from being more committed to your local church?  What frustrates you the most about your church?  What do you love most about your church?  When you think about church, what kind of feelings do you have?  Do you think God is pleased with your attitude towards church?

4. Read Matt 21:28-44. Do you agree that the people welcomed Jesus as their Messiah and conquering King but rejected Jesus as the suffering servant and savior?  Most people that day were excited about “celebrity Jesus”, but missed seeing the savior.  Do you still see this happening in Christian circles and churches today?  How?

5. Read John 12:42-43.  Why did some not confess Jesus?  Do we still have the same problem with Jesus today?  How is the gospel messy?   How does it mess with us and make us uncomfortable?  Do you think people can grow spiritually outside of the church?  Why is church necessary?

